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the statement to the Contact Person listed on 
this notice. The statement should include the 
name, address, telephone number and when 
applicable, the business or professional 
affiliation of the interested person. 

In the interest of security, NIH has 
instituted stringent procedures for entrance 
into the building by non-government 
employees. Persons without a government 
I.D. will need to show a photo I.D. and sign-
in at the security desk upon entering the 
building. 

Information is also available on the 
Institute’s/Center’s home page: http://
www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/about/nac.html, 
where an agenda and any additional 
information for the meeting will be posted 
when available.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Nos. 93.879, Medical Library 
Assistance, National Institutes of Health, 
HHS.) 

Dated: September 10, 2004. 
LaVerne Y. Stringfield, 
Director, Office of Federal Advisory 
Committee Policy.
[FR Doc. 04–20942 Filed 9–16–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4140–01–M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

National Institutes of Health 

Enhanced Public Access to National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) Research 
Information

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: With this notice, NIH 
announces and seeks public comments 
regarding its plans to facilitate enhanced 
public access to NIH health-related 
research information. The NIH intends 
to request that its grantees and 
supported Principal Investigators 
provide the NIH with electronic copies 
of all final version manuscripts upon 
acceptance for publication if the 
research was supported in whole or in 
part by NIH funding. This would 
include all research grants, cooperative 
agreements, and contracts, as well as 
National Research Service Award 
(NRSA) fellowships. We define final 
manuscript as the author’s version 
resulting after all modifications due to 
the peer review process. Submission of 
the final manuscript will provide NIH-
supported investigators with an 
alternate means by which they will meet 
and fulfill the requirement of the 
provision of one copy of each 
publication in the annual or final 
progress reports. Submission of the 
electronic versions of final manuscripts 
will be monitored as part of the annual 
grant progress review and close-out 
process. 

The NIH considers final manuscripts 
to be an important record of the research 
funded by the Government and will 
archive these manuscripts and any 
appropriate supplementary information 
in PubMed Central (PMC), NIH’s digital 
repository for biomedical research. Six 
months after an NIH-supported research 
study’s publication-or sooner if the 
publisher agrees-the manuscript will be 
made available freely to the public 
through PMC. If the publisher requests, 
the author’s final version of the 
publication will be replaced in the PMC 
archive by the final publisher’s copy 
with an appropriate link to the 
publisher’s electronic database. 

As with NIH’s DNA sequence and 
genetics databases, this digital archive 
in PMC is expected to be fully 
searchable to enhance retrieval and can 
be shared with other international 
digital repositories to maximize 
archiving and to provide widespread 
access to this information. It is 
anticipated that investigators applying 
for new and competing renewal support 
from the NIH will utilize this resource 
by providing links in their applications 
to their PubMed archived information. 
This practice will increase the efficiency 
of the application and review process. 

The NIH trusts that the up-to-six-
month delay to public archiving in PMC 
recommended by the policy will not 
result in unreasonable or 
disproportionate charges to grantees. As 
with all other costs, NIH expects its 
grantees to be careful stewards of 
Federal funds and to carefully manage 
these resources. We will carefully 
monitor requested budgets and other 
costing information and would consider 
options to ensure that grantees’ budgets 
are not unduly affected by this policy. 

Background: The NIH is dedicated to 
improving the health of Americans by 
conducting and funding biomedical 
research that will help prevent, detect, 
treat, and reduce the burdens of disease 
and disability. In order to achieve these 
goals, it is essential to ensure that 
scientific information arising from NIH-
funded research is available in a timely 
fashion to other scientists, health care 
providers, students, teachers, and the 
many millions of Americans searching 
the Web to obtain credible health-
related information. The NIH’s mission 
includes a long-standing commitment to 
share and support public access to the 
results and accomplishments of the 
activities that it funds. 

Establishing a comprehensive, 
searchable electronic resource of NIH-
funded research results and providing 
free access to all, is perhaps the most 
fundamental way to collect and 
disseminate this information. The NIH 

must balance this need with the ability 
of journals and publishers to preserve 
their critical role in the peer review, 
editing, and scientific quality control 
process. The economic and business 
implications of any changes to the 
current paradigm must be considered as 
the NIH weighs options to ensure public 
access to the results of studies funded 
with public support without 
compromising the quality of the 
information being provided. The NIH 
has established and intends to maintain 
a dialogue with publishers, 
investigators, and representatives from 
scientific associations and the public to 
ensure the success of this initiative. 

Request for Comments: The NIH 
encourages comments concerning its 
intentions to enhance public access to 
NIH-funded health-related research 
information as outlined in this notice. 
Comments on short-term impacts and 
suggestions for mitigating these are 
especially welcome. 

Persons, groups, and organizations 
interested in commenting on NIH’s 
intentions should direct their comments 
to the following NIH Web site: http://
grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/
public_access/add.htm. As an 
alternative, comments may be submitted 
by e-mail to PublicAccess@nih.gov or 
sent by mail to the following address: 
NIH Public Access Comments, National 
Institutes of Health, Office of Extramural 
Research, 6705 Rockledge Drive, Room 
350, Bethesda, MD 20892–7963.
DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before November 16, 2004.

Dated: September 14, 2004. 
Elias A. Zerhouni, 
Director, National Institutes of Health.
[FR Doc. 04–21097 Filed 9–15–04; 3:04 pm] 
BILLING CODE 4140–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration 

Advisory Committee for Women’s 
Services; Notice of Meeting 

Pursuant to Public Law 92–463, 
notice is hereby given of a meeting of 
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
Advisory Committee for Women’s 
Services in September 2004. 

The open meeting of the Advisory 
Committee for Women’s Services will 
include discussion around the activities 
of the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration 
involving Access to Recovery, criminal 
justice, co-occurring disorders, and an 
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update on women’s issues as they relate 
to the Administrator’s matrix, and 
current administrative and program 
developments. 

Public attendance and public 
comments are welcome. Please 
communicate with the individual listed 
as contact to make arrangements to 
comment or to request special 
accommodations for persons with 
disabilities. 

Substantive program information, a 
summary of the meeting, and a roster of 
committee members may be obtained 
either by accessing the SAMHSA 
Council Web site, http://
www.samhsa.gov/council/council or by 
communicating with the contact whose 
name and telephone number is listed 
below. The transcript for the open 
session will also be available on the 
SAMHSA Council Web site.

Committee Name: Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration 
Advisory Committee for Women’s Services. 

Meeting Date and Time: Open—Monday, 
September 27, 2004; 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Open—
Tuesday, September 28, 2004; 9 a.m.–1:30 
p.m. 

Place: Doubletree Hotel, 1750 Rockville 
Pike, Rockville, Maryland 20852, telephone 
(301) 468–1100. 

Contact: Carol D. Watkins, Executive 
Secretary, 1 Choke Cherry Road, Room 8–
1002, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20857, 
telephone: (240) 276–2254: Fax (240) 276–
2252, e-mail: carol.watkin2@samhsa.hhs.gov.

Dated: September 13, 2004. 
Toian Vaughn, 
Committee Management Officer, Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration.
[FR Doc. 04–20960 Filed 9–16–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4162–20–P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

Science and Technology Directorate; 
Notice of Availability of the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement for 
the National Biodefense Analysis and 
Countermeasures Center Facility at 
Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD

AGENCY: Science and Technology 
Directorate, DHS.
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: In keeping with the purposes 
of the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA), the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), has 
prepared, in cooperation with the U.S. 
Army, Fort Detrick, a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
for the proposed National Biodefense 
Analysis and Countermeasures Center 
(NBACC) Facility for DHS, at Fort 

Detrick in Frederick, Maryland. The 
DEIS evaluated the potential 
environmental impacts associated with 
the construction and operation of the 
proposed NBACC Facility.
DATES: DHS and the U.S. Army Garrison 
of Fort Detrick will hold a joint public 
hearing to receive comments on the 
DEIS on Tuesday, October 5, 2004, 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Governor Thomas Johnson Middle 
School, 1799 Schifferstadt Boulevard, 
Frederick, Maryland, 21701. 

Comments on the DEIS must be 
received no later than Monday, 
November 1, 2004. Additional 
information on how to submit 
comments is included in the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kevin Anderson, 301–846–2156.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
proposed action is construction and 
operation of the NBACC Facility with 
laboratory and office space that will 
enable DHS to safely conduct research 
to meet program requirements for 
biological threat characterization and 
bioforensic programs.: 

• The National Bioforensics Analysis 
Center (NBFAC), designated in 
Presidential Directive Biodefense for the 
21st Century, to be the lead Federal 
agency for conducting Biodefense 
analysis of evidence from a bio-crime or 
terrorist attack to attain a ‘‘biological 
fingerprint’’ to determine where the 
agent came from and the perpetration of 
the attack and 

• The Biological Threat 
Characterization Center (BTCC), for 
conducting research to better 
understand current and future biological 
threats. The mission of the BTCC is to 
fill scientific knowledge gaps for high-
consequence biological threat agents. 

Significant issues analyzed in the 
DEIS included safety of laboratory 
operations; public health and safety; 
handling, collection, treatment, and 
disposal of research wastes; and 
analysis of other risks, as well as 
concerns for pollution prevention and 
impacts of the proposed action on air 
quality, biological resources, cultural 
resources, water resources, land use, 
and socioeconomic resources. Several 
alternatives were considered, including 
the No Action Alternative under which 
the new facility will not be built. The 
Notice of Intent for preparation of the 
DEIS was published in the Federal 
Register (69 FR 31830–31831, June 7, 
2004). 

Public Participation: To obtain copies 
of the DEIS or submit comments, please 
contact Kevin Anderson, Department of 

Homeland Security, 7435 New 
Technology Way, Suite A, Frederick, 
Maryland, 21703, by telephone 301–
846–2156, fax 301–682–3662, or e-mail 
kevin.anderson@dhs.gov. Comments, 
including names and addresses of 
respondents, will be available for public 
review during regular business hours at 
the above location. All submissions 
from organizations or businesses and 
from individuals identifying themselves 
as representatives or officials of 
organizations or businesses will be 
made available for public inspection in 
their entirety.

Maureen I. McCarthy, 
Director, Office of Research and Development, 
Science and Technology Directorate.
[FR Doc. 04–20994 Filed 9–16–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4410–10–P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

Coast Guard 

[USCG–2004–19107] 

National Boating Safety Advisory 
Council

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.
ACTION: Notice of meetings.

SUMMARY: The National Boating Safety 
Advisory Council (NBSAC) and its 
subcommittees on boats and associated 
equipment, aftermarket marine 
equipment, and prevention through 
people will meet to discuss various 
issues relating to recreational boating 
safety. All meetings will be open to the 
public.
DATES: NBSAC will meet on Saturday, 
October 9, 2004, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., 
on Monday, October 11, 2004, from 1:30 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m., and on Tuesday, 
October 12, 2004, from 8:30 a.m. to 12 
noon. The Prevention Through People 
Subcommittee will meet on Sunday, 
October 10, 2004, from 8:30 a.m. to 12 
noon. The Boats and Associated 
Equipment Subcommittee will meet on 
Sunday, October 10, 2004, from 1:30 
p.m. to 5 p.m. The Aftermarket Marine 
Equipment Subcommittee will meet on 
Monday, October 11, 2004, from 8:30 
a.m. to 12 noon. These meetings may 
close early if all business is finished. On 
Sunday, October 10, a Subcommittee 
meeting may start earlier if the 
preceding Subcommittee meeting has 
closed early. Written material and 
requests to make oral presentations 
should reach the Coast Guard on or 
before Tuesday, September 22, 2004. 
Requests to have a copy of your material 
distributed to each member of the 
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